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AUSTRALIAN FERTILISER SERVICES ASSOCIATION 
VICTORIAN BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING 

held on Friday 17th November 2017 at the Quality Bayside Hotel Geelong, 13-15 The 
Esplanade Geelong commencing at 9.05 am. 

 
Meeting opened by President Campbell Brumby welcoming everyone in attendance – 
 

David Bentley, Greg Williams, Nicholas Bond, Andrew Chivell, Donald Carter, Rhiannon 
Modica, Celeste Mitchell, Shane Dellavedova, Trevor Tovey and Neil Henry. 

 
APOLOGIES  -   Rod Abbott, Jamie Lansdown, John Clohessy, Martin Brennan, 
             Stuart & Wendy Rowsell, Noel Squires, Jeff Kraak. 
  
 D. Carter Moved Seconded A. Chivell Apologies be accepted. 
   
MINUTES -     16th June 2017. 
 

Business Arising 
 

  Impact Fertilisers Attendee at State Branch Committee Meetings. 
 C. Brumby advised he will try again to arrange a Meeting with Jim Mole to discuss  
 the importance of their Company being represented at our future Committee 
 Meetings. 
 
  ACTION LIST ONE  -  C. Brumby, D. Bentley, N. Henry. 
 
 Fertcare  Accreditation Programme Levy. 
 C. Brumby advised the AFSA Board at their June Meeting in Adelaide did not  
 support the scoping study to the development of a levy for the Fertcare 
 Accreditation  Programme. 
 
 Victorian Lime Producers Association. 
 G. Williams commented that he has not received a copy of the June 16th Meeting  
 Minutes with the suggested changes.    C. Brumby advised the Minutes have been 
 changed and will forward a copy to him. 
  
  ACTION LIST TWO  -  N. Henry, C. Brumby. 
 
 Agricultural University Students Invitations to National Conference. 
 D. Carter requested that all future Invitations be available to all Agricultural  
 University Students. 
 D. Bentley Moved Seconded S. Dellavedova Minutes be accepted. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  -    Inward 
 
 Executive Officer   - Draft Membership Policy. 
 AFSA Ltd.    - Scoping study on an Industry Levy 
           Farmer Level A  Accreditation. 
       Website Update. 
 Bayside Hotel Geelong  - Meeting Room & Accommodation 
            requirements. 
 

Outward 
 
 AFSA Ltd.    - Corporate Membership Review. 
 

Business Arising 
 

 Fertcare Industry Levy. 
 R. Modica suggested the Victorian Branch prepare a Proposal for the development 

of a levy and also explain for what purpose the levy will be used.  On completion of 
the Proposal, submit it to Incitec Pivot Fertilisers and Wengfu Australia so both 

 Companies can evaluate the implementation of the Programme. 
 When this is completed it could be circulated to all Fertiliser Companies for  
 review. 
 
  ACTION LIST THREE  -  C. Brumby, N. Henry, D. Bentley. 
 
REPORTS  - 
 
 AFSA Chairman. 
 C. Swan’s written Report is attached to the Minutes. 
 

See Attached No. 1. 
 
 AFSA Executive Officer. 
 K. McElroy’s written Report is attached to the Minutes. 
 

See Attached No. 2. 
 
 Business Development Workshop  - New Zealand. 
 Andrew Chivell explained the Business Development Workshop that Amy Wyer and 
 himself attended in Hamilton New Zealand.  He advised that it was extremely  
 beneficial in learning how to manage your own business.  He suggested AFSA could 
 develop a spreadsheet to assist members in managing their own business. 
  
 S. Dellavedova Moved Seconded G. Williams we contact K. McElroy and request she 
 follow up this concept with Andrew and Amy Wyer. 
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  ACTION LIST FOUR  -  C. Brumby, N. Henry, D. Bentley. 
 
 Corporate Governance Training  -  Adelaide 2018. 
 Discussion transpired on this topic and the general feeling this type of training 
 would be beneficial to State Branch Office Bearers and also Members.  This 
 Training would possibly cover  - Business Planning, Leadership, Administration 
 and  Chain of responsibility. 
 It was decided that N. Henry would provide more information about the planned  
 Governance Training. 
 
  ACTION LIST FIVE  -  N. Henry, K. McElroy. 
 
 WHS Monitor Programme. 
 N. Henry advised that five AFSA Members have taken up the Programme and there 
 is also eleven AFSA Members who will potentially take up the Programme. 
 
 Membership Categories. 
 There was lengthy discussion on the proposal to introduce a Franchise Membership 
 category.  The Committee Members had difficulty in how this would be administered 
 and why a Franchise business received a discount membership fee. 
 
 D. Carter Moved Seconded S. Dellavedova the Association do not introduce this 
 Membership category, AFSA remain with the two categories – Ordinary Membership 
 and Corporate Membership.  
 
  ACTION LIST SIX  -  C. Brumby, N. Henry, D. Bentley. 
 
 The Committee also recommends to the AFSA Board the Corporate Membership fee 
 increase to $548.50 plus State Fee of $110.00 for the 2018/2019 financial year. 
 
  ACTION LIST SEVEN  -  C. Brumby, N. Henry, D. Bentley. 
 
 AFSA Promotion and Truck Signage. 
 The Committee recommends this promotion be a Newsletter item and the Secretary 
 suggest this to Krysteen McElroy. 
 
  ACTION LIST EIGHT  -  C. Brumby, N. Henry, D. Bentley. 
 
 
GOVERNANCE  - 
 
 Financial Report. 
 N. Henry circulated the Report prior to today’s Meeting.  After discussion he Moved 
 Seconded D. Bentley the Financial Report be accepted. 
 

See Attached No. 3. 
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 External Relationships. 
 
  Sibelco Lime. 
  N. Bond advised there is a good season outlook.  Improvements have been  
  made at some Depots and expectations there will be an increase in the use 
  of Dolomite lime next year. 
 
  Incitec Pivot Fertilisers. 
  C. Mitchell & R. Modica commented the outlook looks excellent for increased 
  fertiliser sales.  IPF plan to launch a Women in Business Forum and there 

appears to be a shortage in Flutriafol for next year.  They have also 
conducted a Logistics Survey of transport efficiency at all depots. 

 
  Wengfu Australia. 
  D. Bentley also commented the outlook for fertiliser sales seems great and  
  also advised that there may be a shortage of Flutriafol next year. 
   
  Victorian Lime Producers Association. 
  T. Tovey commented that for many years Sibelco was the testing laboratory 
  for all VLPA Members in testing their Lime samples.  Sibelco advised VLPA  
  that this service would not be available any more.  Consequently, VLPA  
  contacted the IPL Laboratory in Werribee to approach them to test Lime 
  samples in the future.  Lime samples were supplied to both Sibelco and IPL 
  Laboratories to test the same samples.   
  Unfortunately IPL decided they would not test lime samples and surprisingly 
  Sibelco changed their mind and are prepared to test lime samples from all 

VLPA Members. T. Tovey’s written report is attached to the Meeting Minutes. 
 
                                       See Attached No. 4. 

 
  Batesford Quarry. 
  G. Williams advised that he expects sales of lime next year will be excellent 
  and that tonnages will be up. 
 
 
 
 
 
INDUSTRY STEWARDSHIP  - 
 
 Fertcare Management Committee. 
 S. Dellavedova advised the next meeting will be held in December at the Melbourne 
 Airport.  He also raised the issue that a Fertcare Advisors Report by David Harbinson 
 will be discussed at this Meeting. 
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             MEMBER SERVICES & COMMUNICATIONS  - 
 
 Membership. 
 N. Henry circulated his Membership Report to all in attendance. 
 

See Attached No. 4. 
 
 2017 AFSA /FA Conference. 
 N. Henry informed the meeting that 222 Delegates attended the Conference 

and all reports received stated it was an excellent event.  All in attendance agreed it 
was excellent, informative and entertaining. 

 
 2018 Victorian Branch AGM. 
 D. Bentley advised the AGM next year will be held at The Dunkeld Royal Mail Hotel 
 and at the Mt. Sturgeon Woolshed which is part of the Royal Mail Hotel. 
 Date  -  21st – 23rd August 2018. 
 
 2018 AFSA / FA Conference. 

N. Henry advised the Conference next year will be held in Canberra on 11th –13th   
October at a venue yet to be confirmed.   The Draft Programme  - 
 
  Tuesday -  Industry Meetings. 
  Wednesday - Conference & Evening Meal. 
  Thursday - Equipment Field Day. 
 
The timing of the Conference coincides with School Holidays in NSW and this is 
seen as being attractive for Members to attend. 
All in attendance were surprised with the timing of the event being in October. 
C. Brumby phoned A. Barton and advised him it may affect some Victorian 
Members from attending.  Anton advised the dates haven’t been finalised yet. 
 
NEXT MEETING - FEBRUARY 2018 
    BENALLA / SHEPPARTON. 
 
Meeting Closed 12.45pm. 
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