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AUSTRALIAN FERTILISER SERVICES ASSOCIATION INC.

VICTORIAN BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING
held on Friday 14th February 2014 at OAMPS Insurance Office, 289 Wellington Parade

South, East Melbourne commencing at 9.00 am.

Meeting opened by President Rob Mackie welcoming everyone in attendance –

Wes Wheelhouse, John Clohessy, Stuart & Wendy Rowsell, Donald Carter,
Shane Dellavedova, Euan Logan, Noel Squires, Rod Abbott, Andrew Chivell,
Martin Brennan, Jeff Both and Neil Henry.

APOLOGIES - Paul Anthony, David Bentley, Russell Nichol, Campbell Brumby, Jeff Kraak,
Chris Doyle, Michael Sekias, Daniel Hill.

W. Wheelhouse Moved Seconded N. Squires Apologies be accepted.

MINUTES - 18th & 20th August 2013 Committee Minutes

Business Arising

Spreader Testing Trays.
D. Carter advised there are 15 -20 trays in storage at his depot.  We need to check
with R. Nichol if he has picked up the trays and inserts etc from the Trailer at the
premises of C. Beard.

ACTION LIST ONE - W. Rowsell, R. Nichol, N. Henry.

R. Abbott Moved Seconded N. Squires the Meeting Minutes be accepted.

CORRESPONDENCE - Inward

Conference Venues – (4) - 2014 Annual General Meeting.
G.J. Waters & Associates - Audit Report.
Rydges Melbourne - Accommodation confirmation.
OAMPS Insurance - Meeting Room Booking.
Committee Members - Attending Meeting & Apologies.

Outward

Rydges Melbourne - Accommodation bookings.
OAMPS Insurance - Meeting Room requirements.
Victorian Branch Members - 2013 AGM Minutes & Attachments.
Committee Members - February 14th 2014 Meeting Agenda.
Conference Venues (2) - Invitation to attend February 14th

Committee Meeting.
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J. Clohessy Moved Seconded S. Dellavedova the Correspondence be accepted.

VICTORIAN PRESIDENT’S REPORT - R. Mackie commented he has been involved with fire
fighting activities during the summer months and he was sure there would have
been many other Members involved too.  He has assisted with organising and
discussing our 2014 AGM Venues with W. Rowsell and N. Henry and later this
morning we will have two Presentations from Yarra Valley Conference Centre
and Yarra Valley Lodge.
Fertiliser supply and spreading has been extremely slow in Victoria due to the
hot weather and the fires.  Cropping fertiliser prices have risen quite a lot since
Christmas.

NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S REPORT - R. Abbott advised the National Executive has reviewed
the Constitution supplied by the Corporate Lawyer and have forwarded to him
detailed topics we would like to have in our new Constitution and which W.
Wheelhouse will report on later today.  Rod will be attending the West Australian
Branch AGM in Perth next Friday 21st February and N. Henry will be attending the
South Australian Branch AGM in Naracoorte on the same day.
Rod attended a Meeting in Adelaide earlier this month for discussions with Alan
Mackenzie, Craig Swan and Nick Drew regarding the venues and date for our
2014 conference.  The two locations are in Adelaide and the Barossa Valley and
the dates will be either late September or the first week in October.
There will also be an Agronomy Day organised to attract Agronomists to this
Event and inform them of our Fertcare Accreditation Programme.
R. Nichol is in West Australia at the moment for three weeks conducting Accu-
Spread Field Days together with Government Agencies.

S. Dellavedova and W. Wheelhouse supported the concept of organising an
Agronomy Day for Agronomists as they both reported that the GRDC update
Seminar held in Ballarat earlier this month lacked nutrient content.
S. Dellavedova also stated an attendee at the GRDC Seminar commented the
Accu-Spread Accreditation does not indicate the added benefits Spreaders
have today.
After general discussion on this issue N. Squires Moved Seconded R. Abbott
the Accu-Spread Review Committee review the concept of adding extra
detail to the Accu-Spread Accreditation information.
Possible extra detail - G.P.S. Guidance, Product type, Overlap Control,
Variable Rate Facility and Proof for Placement.

ACTION LIST TWO - S. Dellavedova, R. Nichol, M. Brennan, and J. Kraak.

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES & CAPACITY BUILDING -

Membership.
N. Henry informed the Meeting that the Victorian Branch has Eighty Six Financial
Members which includes Four new Members.  As of today’s date we have Three
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Unfinancial Members and Three cancelled past Members who are no longer in
the Fertiliser Industry.

OAMPS Insurance.
Meg Long and Vivianne de Luca joined the Meeting.  Vivianne provided a detailed
Presentation on Trade Credit Insurance for AFSA Members.

See Attached No. 1.

This Information Flyer will be emailed to all AFSA Members Australia wide.

Health and Safety.
R. Abbott advised the Meeting OAMPS Insurance have offered AFSA Members be
invited to attend an Emerging Risks Forum which will be held in Perth, Adelaide,
Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne between the 10th – 14th March 2014.
A Flyer will be emailed to all AFSA Members this month. Rod thanked OAMPS
for this opportunity.

See Attached No. 2.

He also attended a Meeting in Melbourne yesterday with representatives from
Ag In Compliance.
Ag In Compliance is an online OH&S service offering a general induction service,
Seeking to become a standard, something along the lines of the building industry
Green Card. At this stage it is operating across a number of grain receival sites in
South Australia. They are looking to expand their service to include farmer and
contractor modules. At this stage the concept has merit particularly for members
involved in grain handling. AFSA will maintain contact and seek to work with Ag In
Compliance as they develop their system.

INDUSTRY STEWARDSHIP -

Fertcare Management Committee.
W. Wheelhouse discussed topics mentioned in his written Report.

See Attached No. 3.

Level A. Accreditation.
M. Brennan circulated his written Report and discussed topics mentioned therein.

See Attached No. 4.

Accu-Spread .
As R. Nichol was an Apology for today’s Meeting, discussion transpired on how he
has been busy testing Spreaders in Victoria and South Australia over the past few
months.
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ADVOCACY & POLICY -

Lime and Gypsum sales and spreading have been extremely slow this season.
Everyone in attendance was of the opinion this will change over the next few
months.
R. Abbott commented that a new Compost Product “Revive” is being manufactured
by Gippsland Water and the Sole Distributor is Gibson’s Groundspread.
Following concerns raised by a member about the accuracy of the information being
circulated, he has approached Gibson’s for an analysis of the product and is yet to
receive one.
He plans to contact Gippsland Water and arrange a Meeting with them regarding the
Analysis and providing a Label with each load that leaves the manufacturing plant
at Sale.

ACTION LIST FOUR - R. Abbott, Gippsland Water.

GOVERNANCE -

Financial Report.
N. Henry circulated the Financial Report to all in attendance.  After discussion on
the Report he Moved Seconded E. Logan the Financial Report be accepted.

See Attached No. 5.

Constitution Review.
W. Wheelhouse informed the Meeting the National Executive has received a
draft copy from the Corporate Lawyer.  There will be some changes due to
comments received from the National Executive Members.
The plan is to email an updated draft copy to all National Councillors later
this week seeking comments back within a designated time frame.

2014 Victorian Branch Annual General Meeting - August 24th – 25th.
R. Mackie requested comments regarding the two Presentations on both
Venues in the Yarra Valley held earlier today.
All in attendance agreed the Presentations were excellent and informative.
In conclusion there was unanimous support for the Yarra Valley Conference
Centre.
The Organising Committee Members will advise both Venues on the outcome.

ACTION LIST FIVE - N. Henry, W. Rowsell.
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COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT -

Magazine.
E. Logan advised the Closing Date for our March Edition is Friday 21st February
2014.  He would appreciate any articles and State Reports by that date.
There will be three Editions printed in 2014 and an Electronic version will be
available on the Website.

Website.
S. Dellavedova commented the Accu-Spread Review Committee has made
changes to the Fertcare Website material.
There will be only the Fertcare Website available to everyone and a link from
our AFSA Website will direct all enquiries to the Fertcare Website.
He also commented the AFSA Website Home Page needs some attention as
some of the drop down sections are obscured by the Spreader video.

ACTION LIST SIX - S. Dellavedova, N. Henry, N. Drew.

GENERAL BUSINESS -

Victorian Branch President’s Position.
R. Mackie announced his Resignation from his role of Victorian Branch President
as of today’s date.  He informed everyone he is resigning due to the fact he will
no longer be employed by Elders and he has purchased a Hire A Hubby franchise
and will be working for himself.
He thanked the Association for the support and enjoyment in being involved with
AFSA over many years.

S. Dellavedova Moved Seconded J. Clohessy a Vote of Thanks be recorded in
today’s Meeting Minutes.

In the event of R. Mackie’s resignation N. Henry requested that all Committee
Members support our Vice President W. Rowsell in the transition to being our
President and conducting the Business Meetings for the future.

ACTION LIST SEVEN - W. Rowsell, All Committee Members.

Next Committee Meeting.
Early June 2014 and State Branch Executive to organise.

ACTION LIST EIGHT - W. Rowsell, N. Henry.

Meeting Closed 2.00pm.

Next Committee Meeting – Friday 13th June 2014
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